
NIETZSCHE – 
WEIMAR –  
GDR 



1

 Preface
Not only do the writings of Friedrich Nietzsche 
(1844 – 1900) still generate heated debate and  
controversy, but the Nietzsche-Archiv, too, is  
a multifaceted cosmos of its own. In 1991 it re
opened as a research site and museum. The philo
sopher’s biography, oeuvre and body of literary 
reception, together with the archive and its strik-
ing interior design created by Art Nouveau artist 
Henry van de Velde (1863 – 1957), still offer a 
seemingly endless wellspring for scholarly study, 
art-historical research and artistic approaches.  
To introduce these to a wider audience, a space 
was established within the Nietzsche-Archiv in 
2020 for small-scale presentations, which are  
now documented in this series of publications.

Built in Weimar in 1890, the bourgeois residence 
was purchased in 1897 by the Swiss women’s 
rights activist Meta von Salis-Marschlins (1855 –  
1929) as a home for the philosopher, stricken by 
mental decline since 1889, and his sister Elisa-
beth Förster-Nietzsche (1846 – 1935). Originally 
standing alone on “Silberblick” hill with a com-
manding view over the city of German classicism, 
it was ideally situated to become the centre and 
headquarters of growing international interest in 
Nietzsche’s richly faceted thought. As a woman 
devoted to the study and memorialisation of the 
philosopher’s legacy, Elisabeth Förster-Nietzsche 
stage-managed and instrumentalised her brother 
and showed great acumen in strategically asso
ciating him with Weimar’s past intellectual lumi-
naries and the cult-like veneration they attracted. 
After Nietzsche’s death, she arranged his death 
chamber as a site of pilgrimage and commis-
sioned the Belgian style-reformer Henry van  
de Velde to remodel the archive rooms as a re-
splendent Gesamtkunstwerk (total work of art)  
in the Neuer Stil (New Style).

Today, the historic site is owned by the Klassik 
Stiftung Weimar, the successor institution to the 
Stiftung Nietzsche-Archiv (Nietzsche Archive 
Foundation). The philosopher’s literary estate is 
housed in the Goethe- und Schiller-Archiv, while 
his own book collection and the library of the 
Nietzsche-Archiv are kept at the Herzogin Anna 
Amalia Bibliothek. The Directorate of Museums 
is responsible for maintaining the premises as a 
museum space, including the historic interiors 
and all artworks. Visitors have access to the 
ground floor with its Art Nouveau ensemble 
designed by Henry van de Velde and, in the 
former dining room, the permanent exhibition 
“The Struggle for Nietzsche”, updated in 2020 
and dedicated to the philosopher’s ideas and 
influence. The upper floors of the building are 
closed to the public and are used by the fellows  
of the Kolleg Friedrich Nietzsche, founded in 
1999 and likewise owned by the Klassik Stiftung 
Weimar.

The now-enclosed north veranda is a space for 
smaller presentations exploring different aspects 
of Friedrich Nietzsche and the Nietzsche-Archiv, 
tying in with the Klassik Stiftung Weimar’s 
annual themes. The aim is to spark curiosity, 
encourage deeper reflection and offer the pub- 
lic ever-new thematic reasons to rediscover 
Nietzsche’s legacy. In light of the success of  
the small-scale exhibitions and the enthusiastic 
responses they generate, we are publishing these 
booklets as a record of the exhibits. The series 
is produced collaboratively by the Directorate  
of Museums and the Kolleg Friedrich Nietzsche 
and made available via the Klassik Stiftung 
Weimar publications server, where all issues can 
be downloaded free of charge in both German 
and English.

Dr. Annette Ludwig, Director of Museums 
Sabine Walter, Curator 
Prof. Dr Helmut Heit,  
Head of the Kolleg Friedrich Nietzsche
 
March 2025



2

It was a major undertaking: from 1961, Mazzino 
Montinari (1928 – 1986) and his former teacher 
Giorgio Colli (1917 – 1979) worked on a new 
edition of the works, notes and letters of Fried
rich Nietzsche.

In the then German Democratic Republic (GDR), 
access to Nietzsche’s manuscripts and type-
scripts was highly restricted because the 
Nietzsche-Archiv and its head, Elisabeth Förster-
Nietzsche, had ties with National Socialism and 
Adolf Hitler. However, the political backgrounds 

of the two Italian researchers – Colli in the 
antifascist resistance movement and Montinari  
in the Italian Communist Party – enabled them  
to secure unrestricted access to Nietzsche’s estate 
at the Goethe- und Schiller-Archiv.

Their ambition was to correct all the errors 
found in earlier editions. Over time, further 
staff members joined the laborious editorial 
project. Numerous photocopies and microfilms 
were sent to Florence for processing.

 Two Italians discover the real Nietzsche

Mazzino Montinari in his study in Weimar, c. 1965. Photo: private owner
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From 1966 onwards, the Ministry of State Security (“Stasi”) had a spy monitoring the  
Italian-born German scholar Montinari.

 Under surveillance

Report of 25 January 1966 by the “covert informant” (GI) Dr. Hans-Heinrich Reuter (code name “Gießhübler” ),  
© Bundesarchiv, Stasi-Unterlagen-Archiv (Stasi Records Archive), BArch, MfS, BV Erfurt, AIM 542/78, T2, vol. 1, 50
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Report of 25 January 1966 by the “covert informant” (GI) Dr. Hans-Heinrich Reuter (code name “Gießhübler” ),  
© Bundesarchiv, Stasi-Unterlagen-Archiv (Stasi Records Archive), BArch, MfS, BV Erfurt, AIM 542/78, T2, vol. 1, 51



5

 Under surveillance
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Report of 25 January 1966 by the “covert informant” (GI) Dr. Hans-Heinrich Reuter (code name “Gießhübler” ),  
© Bundesarchiv, Stasi-Unterlagen-Archiv (Stasi Records Archive), BArch, MfS, BV Erfurt, AIM 542/78, T2, vol. 1, 53
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Transcript dated 12 November 1970 of an oral report given on 11 November 1970 by the “unofficial collab
orator” (IM) Dr. Hans-Heinrich Reuter (code name “Gießhübler”) © Bundesarchiv, Stasi-Unterlagen-Archiv, 
BArch, MfS, BV Erfurt, AIM 542/78, T2, vol. 2, 11

 Under surveillance
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“La Dolce Vita” in Weimar?
It is here that Mazzino Montinari met the librar-
ian Sigrid Oloff (1940–2016). Both were residing 
at the Nietzsche-Archiv, which was used as a 
guesthouse by the Weimar-based organisation, 
the National Research and Memorial Sites of 
Classic German Literature (Nationale Forschungs- 
und Gedenkstätten der klassischen deutschen 
Literatur, NFG). The couple married in 1965 and 
moved into an apartment together in Weimar. 
Their son was born later that year, followed by 
the birth of triplets in 1966.

Tireless and meticulous in his work, Montinari 
deciphered Nietzsche’s handwriting and pro-
duced typewritten transcripts. Sigrid Montinari 
supported her husband by checking the printed 
proofs against the originals.

Montinari refrained from giving public lectures 
and only voiced criticism of the East German 
regime shortly before leaving the country per
manently. In 1970, the family of six relocated  
to Italy.

Sigrid Oloff (left) and Mazzino Montinari (right) in the Nietzsche-Archiv, c. 1963. Photo: private owner
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Above:  
Article in Das Volk, 1966

Left:  
The Montinari family with children, 1967. 
Photo: private owner

“La Dolce Vita” in Weimar?
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From 1901, Elisabeth Förster-Nietzsche and her 
staff used the notes from Nietzsche’s estate to 
assemble the volume Der Wille zur Macht (The 
Will to Power). They fabricated chapters and a 
sequential order, sometimes omitting passages  
or inventing sentences. Montinari and his team 
painstakingly corrected these distortions. The 
Kritische Gesamtausgabe (Critical edition of the 
complete works), still the definitive edition today, 
faithfully reproduces Nietzsche’s written legacy.

A Herculean labour

Extract from Nietzsche’s notebook, 1885, © Klassik Stiftung Weimar, Goethe- und Schiller-Archiv, GSA 71/152

Helmut Holtzhauer (1912–1973), Director-General of National 
Research and Memorial Sites of Classic German Literature in 
Weimar (NFG), with Mazzino Montinari, Giorgio Colli and 
Anna Musso-Colli (L–R), c. 1965. Photo: private owner
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