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 Preface
Not only do the writings of Friedrich Nietzsche 
(1844 – 1900) still generate heated debate and  
controversy, but the Nietzsche-Archiv, too, is  
a multifaceted cosmos of its own. In 1991 it re
opened as a research site and museum. The philo
sopher’s biography, oeuvre and body of literary 
reception, together with the archive and its strik-
ing interior design created by Art Nouveau artist 
Henry van de Velde (1863 – 1957), still offer a 
seemingly endless wellspring for scholarly study, 
art-historical research and artistic approaches.  
To introduce these to a wider audience, a space 
was established within the Nietzsche-Archiv in 
2020 for small-scale presentations, which are  
now documented in this series of publications.

Built in Weimar in 1890, the bourgeois residence 
was purchased in 1897 by the Swiss women’s 
rights activist Meta von Salis-Marschlins (1855 –  
1929) as a home for the philosopher, stricken by 
mental decline since 1889, and his sister Elisa-
beth Förster-Nietzsche (1846 – 1935). Originally 
standing alone on “Silberblick” hill with a com-
manding view over the city of German classicism, 
it was ideally situated to become the centre and 
headquarters of growing international interest in 
Nietzsche’s richly faceted thought. As a woman 
devoted to the study and memorialisation of the 
philosopher’s legacy, Elisabeth Förster-Nietzsche 
stage-managed and instrumentalised her brother 
and showed great acumen in strategically asso
ciating him with Weimar’s past intellectual lumi-
naries and the cult-like veneration they attracted. 
After Nietzsche’s death, she arranged his death 
chamber as a site of pilgrimage and commis-
sioned the Belgian style-reformer Henry van  
de Velde to remodel the archive rooms as a re-
splendent Gesamtkunstwerk (total work of art)  
in the Neuer Stil (New Style).

Today, the historic site is owned by the Klassik 
Stiftung Weimar, the successor institution to the 
Stiftung Nietzsche-Archiv (Nietzsche Archive 
Foundation). The philosopher’s literary estate is 
housed in the Goethe- und Schiller-Archiv, while 
his own book collection and the library of the 
Nietzsche-Archiv are kept at the Herzogin Anna 
Amalia Bibliothek. The Directorate of Museums 
is responsible for maintaining the premises as a 
museum space, including the historic interiors 
and all artworks. Visitors have access to the 
ground floor with its Art Nouveau ensemble 
designed by Henry van de Velde and, in the 
former dining room, the permanent exhibition 
“The Struggle for Nietzsche”, updated in 2020 
and dedicated to the philosopher’s ideas and 
influence. The upper floors of the building are 
closed to the public and are used by the fellows  
of the Kolleg Friedrich Nietzsche, founded in 
1999 and likewise owned by the Klassik Stiftung 
Weimar.

The now-enclosed north veranda is a space for 
smaller presentations exploring different aspects 
of Friedrich Nietzsche and the Nietzsche-Archiv, 
tying in with the Klassik Stiftung Weimar’s 
annual themes. The aim is to spark curiosity, 
encourage deeper reflection and offer the pub- 
lic ever-new thematic reasons to rediscover 
Nietzsche’s legacy. In light of the success of  
the small-scale exhibitions and the enthusiastic 
responses they generate, we are publishing these 
booklets as a record of the exhibits. The series 
is produced collaboratively by the Directorate  
of Museums and the Kolleg Friedrich Nietzsche 
and made available via the Klassik Stiftung 
Weimar publications server, where all issues can 
be downloaded free of charge in both German 
and English.

Dr. Annette Ludwig, Director of Museums 
Sabine Walter, Curator 
Prof. Dr Helmut Heit,  
Head of the Kolleg Friedrich Nietzsche
 
March 2025
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Before becoming director of the Nietzsche- 
Archiv, Elisabeth Förster-Nietzsche (1846 –  
1935), the famous philosopher’s sister, had  
lived in Paraguay and co-founded the colony 
Nueva Germania.

She married the high school teacher Bernhard 
Förster, a highly provocative anti-Semite. After 
the wedding, the couple moved to Paraguay in 
1886 to establish a “new fatherland”. The settler 
families who accompanied them wanted to be 
close to nature, live as vegetarians and abstain-
ers, and produce a “pure-bred Aryan” race. The 
Försters resided in the comparably comfortable 
Förster Estate (Försterhof), while the rest of  
the settlers lived in small huts (see next page). 
Förster regarded the colony as a pedagogical  
and cultural project, but he lacked all sense for 

financial matters. He accumulated debt, and  
bad land speculations ultimately led to his ruin, 
which he averted by committing suicide in 1889.

 Elisabeth Förster-Nietzsche’s  
nationalist colony in Paraguay

 THE “PRINCESS OF  
NEW GERMANIA”

The Förster Estate, c. 1887 © Klassik Stiftung Weimar, Goethe- and Schiller-Archiv, 101/568, p. 7

Settlers celebrating in front of the Förster Estate (Elisabeth 
Förster-Nietzsche in the centre in a white dress), c. 1887  
© Klassik Stiftung Weimar, Goethe- und Schiller-Archiv, 
101/568, p. 1
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While the land was seized by his creditors, 
Elisabeth returned to Germany where she tried 
unsuccessfully to secure financing for the project 
from 1890 to 1892. Back in Paraguay, not only 
had she lost the faith of the settlers, but her 
entire fortune as well. She returned to Naumburg 
in 1893 where she discovered that the works of 
her brother, who was mentally deranged by 
1889, could provide her a steady source of 
income. Now as head of the Nietzsche-Archiv, 
which she founded in 1894, Elisabeth only had 

glowing memories of the colony and seemingly 
suppressed its failure. The Nazi press dedicated 
a story about her entitled “The Princess of New 
Germania”. 

Nueva Germania still exists today. German street 
signs and family names are living relics of the 
original colony. However, the town has long 
abandoned the nationalistic and racist ideas of 
its founders.

 Elisabeth Förster-Nietzsche’s  
nationalist colony in Paraguay

German settlers in front of their huts in New Germania, c. 1887 © Klassik Stiftung Weimar,  
Goethe- und Schiller-Archiv, 72/984, p. 1 (top); 101/568, p. 2 (bottom)
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The nationalistic high school teacher and in-
structor at the Royal Art School in Berlin was  
a racist fanatic. Together with the journalist 
Otto Glagau and his company of anti-Semitic 
academics, Förster petitioned unsuccessfully 
for the retraction of the equal treatment laws 
for Jews in 1880/81. Förster was stripped of  
his military rank for reasons of professional 
misconduct, was taken to court several times 
on charges of racist agitation and was targeted 
with disciplinary actions by the school.

 Bernhard Förster (1843 – 1889):  
Arrest warrant

Elisabeth Nietzsche, who met Förster in 
Bayreuth in 1876, admired his nationalist 
inflammatory ideology. Wanted by the police, 
he searched for a place in South America for  
a “rebirth” of the German nation.After getting 
married on 22 May 1885, which coincided with 
the anniversary of the “revered anti-Semite” 
Richard Wagner, the couple emigrated to 
Paraguay. 

Wedding photo of Elisabeth Nietzsche and Bernhard Förster, 
1885; photo: Karl König © Klassik Stiftung Weimar, Museums, 
inv. no. Fo-2021/20

Newspaper clipping describing a manhunt for  
Bernhard Förster, 1886 © Klassik Stiftung Weimar,  
Goethe- und Schiller-Archiv, 72/1474, p. 3

Card of the Berlin movement Eine deutsche Sieben (A German 
Seven) with the subtitle Die die Juden nicht lieben (Those who 
do not love the Jews), c. 1880. Centre: Otto Glagau; clockwise: 
Adolf König, Bernhard Förster, Max Liebermann von Sonnen-
berg, Theodor Fritsch, Paul Förster and Otto Böckel © Klassik 
Stiftung Weimar, Goethe- und Schiller-Archiv, 101/151, p. 1
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Before leaving for Paraguay, Elisabeth und Bernhard Förster intensively promoted their  
colonial plans. Although praised as a paradisiacal sanctuary in newspaper articles, books  
and an advertising tour, their vision of “New Germania” aroused little interest.

 Land and lies

Bernhard Förster, Appeal (advertisement to recruit settlers for a German colony in Paraguay), c. 1885  
© Klassik Stiftung Weimar, Goethe- und Schiller-Archiv, 72/1076, p. 1
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 Land and lies

Bernhard Förster, Appeal (advertisement to recruit settlers for a German colony in Paraguay), c. 1885  
© Klassik Stiftung Weimar, Goethe- und Schiller-Archiv, 72/1076, p. 2
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In February 1886, the couple left Germany with  
14 families, most of whom came from Saxony. 
Förster had decided to settle in Paraguay due to 
its favourable immigration policies. Devastated 
by war, Paraguay was hobbled by a shrinking 
population and was keen to attract immigrants. 
Because Förster was unable to produce the 
required starting capital of 100,000 marks, he 
put down a deposit and signed a contract with the 
government which granted him ownership of the 
land on the condition that 140 families would 
settle there within a two-year period. 

The land was difficult to reach and far from any 
cities or trade routes. Förster had failed to 
account for the costs of infrastructure, means of 
transportation, cattle or even crop seeds. He 
didn’t tell the settlers about these missteps or the 
conditions which he had agreed to in the land 
acquisition contract. They took him at his word 
that they had purchased the land themselves with 
their own money and that they would be fully 
reimbursed should they ever leave the colony. As 
his financial plight worsened, Förster was forced 
to take out additional high-interest loans.

In letters back home, Elisabeth Förster touted 
the “lucrative” investment opportunities in 
Paraguay. She tried to convince her brother 
Friedrich Nietzsche several times to invest in 
land or cow herds. While his sister recom-
mended naming the colony Friedrichshain, 
(Friedrich Grove) Nietzsche jokingly suggested 
the name “Llamaland” in reference to Elisabeth’s 
nickname Lama. In the end, the philosopher 
decided against investing in the scheme.

 Land and lies

Property map of Dr. Dr. Bernardo Foerster, c. 1886 © Klassik Stiftung Weimar, Goethe- und Schiller-Archiv, 72/1508, p. 5

Letter from Friedrich Nietzsche to Elisabeth Förster- 
Nietzsche, 7 February 1886 (extract) © Klassik Stiftung  
Weimar, Goethe- und Schiller-Archiv, 71/BW 271,17, p. 20
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The grand promises, with which the Försters 
advertised Nueva Germania, proved to be false. 
The unstable political situation in Paraguay and 
the war-ravaged infrastructure made trade and 
the transport of goods difficult. Most of the 
settlers had been poor factory workers; they 
emigrated for economic or ideological reasons 
but had no experience with farming. They 
became disheartened by diseases, deaths, the 
unfamiliar climate and the hard physical toil. 

They were also isolated from one another, as 
some plots were a day’s ride away from Förster­
rode, the centre of the colony. The exorbitant 
price of food forced some families into debt. 
While more affluent members moved away, most 
settlers had no choice but to remain behind and 
fight for survival. 

 Paradise in crisis

Unknown author, Lieder aus Paraguay (Songs from Paraguay). In: Der Familienfreund,  
Chemnitz, 1891 © Klassik Stiftung Weimar, Goethe- und Schiller-Archiv, 72/970, p. 237
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 Paradise in crisis
Nonetheless, the Försters tried to mask the truth 
from their creditors and their relatives back home. 
A comparison of the two pictures demonstrates 
how they embellished the truth. The photo and 
drawing show the same building. The photo 
depicts a plain-looking hut with rough-hewn log 
beams. The drawing, however, shows an impres-
sive manor with white columns. While the settler 
families had to clear swaths of tropical forest  
and build their homes, Elisabeth Förster lived  
in a townhouse in Asunción until March 1888.  
It wasn’t until her “residence”, the Försterhof 
(Förster Estate), was completed that she finally 
moved into the colony.

Förster’s belief in “German industriousness” and 
its ability to surmount all obstacles turned out to 
be misplaced. The settlers were in fact dependent 
on the natives for support. Moreover, the colony 
did not remain “racially pure” for very long. And 
the Försters themselves abandoned other ideals, 
like vegetarianism and abstention from alcohol. 

Because her husband was often away, Elisabeth 
Förster began managing the affairs of the colony. 
Yet the situation continued to deteriorate. After 
two years, there were only 40 families living in 
the colony instead of the 140 agreed upon in the 
land acquisition contract.

Förster’s final journey led him to the colony of 
San Bernardino, where he died on 3 June 1889, 
presumably by ingesting poison. Elisabeth 
Förster ignored the obvious suicide. On his death 
certificate, she noted “stroke” and had the 
settlers sign a statement which was published in 
the German newspapers purporting that her 
husband died in the service of the colony. 

Back in Germany, Elisabeth Förster had become 
more independent, self-assertive and confident 
in negotiations. These newly discovered traits 
optimally prepared her to assume the manage-
ment of her brother’s estate and the direction of 
the Nietzsche-Archiv.

Förster Estate, photograph c. 1887 © Klassik Stiftung Weimar, 
Goethe- und Schiller-Archiv, 72/984, p. 11

Elisabeth Förster-Nietzsche, Förster Estate, watercolour  
on paper, c. 1887 © Klassik Stiftung Weimar, Goethe- und 
Schiller-Archiv, 72/984, p. 13
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Without the influence of the Försters, the 
colony experienced a brief upswing around 
1910 thanks to the cultivation of yerba mate. 
The inhabitants today still live from agricul-
ture and cattle breeding. The Germaninos 
continue to cultivate their heritage with  
German street names and folkloric festivals. 
However, they have renounced the ideologi-
cal colonial heritage of their founding.

 Nueva Germania today

Street sign for Elizabeth Nigtz Chen Street in Nueva  
Germania, 2022 © Jonatan Kurzwelly

Above: Annual celebration of the founding of Nueva  
Germania, flag parade with German and Paraguayan  
flags, 2022 © Jonatan Kurzwelly

Left, top: Welcome sign at the village entrance BIEN­
VENIDOS A NUEVA GERMANIA (Welcome to Nueva  
Germania), 2022 © Jonatan Kurzwelly

Left: Aerial view of Nueva Germania, 2022  
© Mauro Espinoza Rodriguez
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